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| The Right Honourable | 
[Sir ROBERT CLATTON, 


i NN Obedience to your Lovdſhip's Order I mw preſent to your 
| "hands, not only the Sermon you lately heard, but thoſe 
E Additions which the ſtrait: of time would not t hen per- 
mit me to deliver. In all which, I was ſo far from intending 
to ffir up the Mapiſtrates and Judges to a Perſecution, of 
Diſſenters, as ſome ill Men have reported, that my only de- 
fign was, to prevent any occaſion of it, by finding out a certain 
foundation for a laſting Union among our ſelves. Which is 
impoſſible to be attained, till Men are convinced of the Evil 
and Danger of the preſent Separation; it being carried on 


f by ſuch Principles as not only overthrow the preſent Conſtitu- 
tion of our Church, but any other whatſoever, Pr, if it 

i | be lawful to ſeparate on a pretence of greater Purity, where 
there is an Agreement in Doctrine, and the ſubſtantial -. 
Parts of Worſhip, 2s is acknowledged in our Caſe ; then a - 
bare difference of opinion as to ſome circumſtances of Worſhip 
and the beſt conſtitut ion of Churches will be ſufficient ground 
to break Communion and to ſet up new Churches: Which, conſi- 


dering the great variety of Mens fancies about theſe matters, 
is to make an infinite Diviſibility in Churches, without 
any poſſible ſtep to farther Separation. But, if after theme 
ſelves are pleaſed with condeſcenſions ts their own minds, any 
think 1045 that others ſhould be tied up, not withſtanding 
their diſſati faction; the World will judge :t too great par- 
tiality in them to think that none ought to ſeparate but 


thems 


8 8 2 N . 5 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


themſelves i in the judgment of others ; it thereby appearing, | 
that it is not Uniformity they diſti ke, but that they do not 

preſcribe the Terms 3 1 — 
But, my Lord, Tinten ot 75 Ay the Caſe of Separa- 
tion here, (which is at large done in the following Diſceerle) 3 
but onſy to Nen, hom 1 it as in erder gum Yaying 7 
ev . 


— on for Peace and Une have thirm . 

ly diſcuſſed. And if once the People be brought to underſtand 
and prattiſe t heir. as tg. Communion with our Chut- RY 
ches, other Difficulties which obſtruꝶ our Union will be 
more eaſily removed. 

I have endeavoured to 2 deft . of in a way ſuitable to 
the nature of it, without. ſharp, and provoking reftexzans vn the 
Perſons of any; "which often ſet Friends. e but ue der 

reconci led or cinvinced Auperſariet. . Hewever I muſt expat? 
the Cenſures of ſuch who. eit ber make ow Diviſions, or male 
ue F them far Bein own end: but Iam contented to be made 
4 Sactilice, 1 V therely I might eloſe np the Breachys r 


"Rs Almighty bleſs this great City and your Loraſbips 
care in the Government of it; and grant that in this day 
we may yet know the things that belong to our Peace, 
and to the . of the true n Rien 6- a 
ye. 3 a 05 


M Tord, 


Your Lordſhip s moſt Faithful 
and Obedient Savant, 


.. Edward Stillingfleet, 


bearing, 


y do not 
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PHIL. III. 16. 


| Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attained, let us walk. 


n, the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame things... 


* tho the Chriſtian Kelle doth lay the greateſt 


obligations on Mankind to Peace and Unity, by 
4 A the firicteft commands, the higheſt examples, 
and the moſt prevailing Arguments; yet ſo much have 
the paſſions and intereſts of Men overſway'd the ſenſe 
of their duty, that as nothing ought to be more in our 
wiſhes; ſo nothing ſeems more remote from our hopes, 
than the Univerſal Peace of the Chriſtian World. Not that 


there is any npoſibiley in the thing, or any conſide- 


Table difficulty, if all Men were ſuch Chriſtians as they 


ovght to be; but as long as Men. purſue their ſeveral 


faktions and deſigns under the colour and pretence of 
zeal for Religion; if they did not find Names and Par- 


ties ready framed, that were ſuitable to their ends, the 
difference of their deſigns would ma ke them. So that 
till mens corruptions are mortified, and their paſſions 
fubdued to a greater degree than the World hath yer 
found them, it is in vain to expect a ſtare of peace and 
tranquillity in the Church. We need not go far from 
home for a ſufficient evidence of this; for altho' our 
differences are ſuch as the wiſer Proteſtants abroad nor 
only condemn but wonder at them ; yet it hath hither- 
ro puzzled the wiſeſt Perſons among us to find our 
ways to compoſe them; not ſo much from the diſtance 
of Mens Opinions and Practices, as the ſtrength of 
their prejudices and inclinations. What 
thoſe divifons of Reuben of old were, which. Judges 8. 
cauſed ſuch thoughts and ſearchings of heart, 15, 16. 
we neither well underſtand, nor doth it 
much cagcern us: but the con inuance, if not the 
| 1 Sel ; widning, 


/ 


put jt would mightily tend to abate Mens paſſions, and 


* * 
4 4- : 
1 4 


widning, of the unhappy breaches among our ſelves do 


give Juſt cauſe for many fad reflexions. When neither 


the miſeries we have felt, nor the calamities we fear ; 
neither the terrible judgments of God upon us, nor the 
unexpected deliverances vouchſafed to us, nor the com- 
mon danger we are yet in, have abated Mens hears, or 
allayed their paſſions, or made them more willing to 
unite with our eſtabliſhed Church and Religion, But in- 
ſtead of that, ſome rather ſtand at a great diſtance if 
not de fiante, and ſeem to entertain themſelves with hopes 
of new revolutions ; others raiſe freſh calumnies and 
reproaches, as well as revive and ſpread abroad old 
ones; as tho* their buſineſs were to make our breaches 
wider, and to exaſperate Mens ſpirits againſt each other; 
at ſuch a time, when Reaſon and common ſecurity,and 


above all our Religion obligeth us 20 folow after the 


things that make for peate, and things wherewith one may 


tdi e anot her; Rom. 14. 19. And not ſuch as tend to our 


mutual deſtruction; as moſt certainly our diviſions and 
animoſities do. Vet all Parties pretend to a zeal for 
Peace, ſo they may have it in their own way; by which 
it appears that it is not Peace they aim at, but Victory; 
nor Unity ſo much as having their own wills. Thoſe 
of the Roman Church make great boaſts of their Unity 


and the effectual means they have ro preſerve it; but 
_ God deliver us from ſuch cruel ways of Peace, and ſuch 
geſtructive means of Unity as Treachery and Aſſaſfina- 


tions, and an Inquiſition. Their fee: are ſwift to ſhed 
blood ; deſtruction and miſtry are in their ways ; and the way 


f Peace they have not known, But it were happy for us 


if all thoſe who agree in renouncing the Errors an 

Corruptions of the Roman Church, could as eaſily join 
together in the great duties of our common Religion, 
that is, in our Prayers, and Praiſes, and Sacraments,an 

all folemn acts of Divine Worſhip. For this would not 
only take off the reproach of our Adverſaries,who con- 
tinually upbraid vs with our Schiſms and Separations, 
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* * 


to remove their prejudices, and to diſpoſe their incli 
nations, and thereby lay a foundation for a bleſſed U- * 
nion among our ſelves, which would fruſtrate the great 
defign of our enemies upon, us, who expe& to fee that 
Religipy deſtroyed by our own Folly, which chey could 
not otherwiſe hope to accompliſh by their utmoſt care 
and endeavour. And we may juſtly hope for a greatet 
bleffing of God upon us, When we offer up our joint 
Prayers.and Devotions to him, lifting up, a5 St. Paul 
ſpeaks, holy. hands without wrath and diſputing. This is 
r 


and Union, that tends ſo much to the Honour of God, 
and our common Safety and Preſer vation; that no Per- 
ſon who hath any real concernment for theſe things, 
can deny it to be not only juſt and fitting, but in our 


7 


erefore a thing of ſo great conſequence to our Peace 


circumſtances neceffary to be done, if it can be made 


appear to be lawful, or that they can do it with a good 
eie SODW TG 7410s 0 90 
And this is the ſubject I deſign to ſpeak to at this 
time; and for that purpoſe have made choice of theſe 
words of the Apoſtle, Nevertheleſs, whereto we have al. 
ready attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the 
ſame things. 7 | 
For our better. underſtanding the full ſcope and 
meaning of the Apoſtle in thefe words, we are to con- 
fider, that an unhappy Schiſm, or willful breach of 
the Churches Unity, had begun in the Apoſtles times, 
upon the difference that aroſe concerning the neceſſity 
of keeping the Law of Moſes, And that which made the 
Schi ſin the more age was, that the firſt beginners 
of it pretended a Commiſſion from the 2g 
Apoſtles themſelves at Jerufalem, and were Acts 15. 24 
extremely buſie and induſtrious to gain MO 
and keep up a party to themſelves in the moſt flouriſh- 
ing Churches planted by the Apoſtles. At Antioch they 
bore ſo great a ſway, that St. Peter himſelf complyed 


wich them, and not only other Jews, but Barnabas alſo was 


earried away with their diffmulation, Gal. 2. 12, 13. Ioſo- 


Tx) 


much that bad it not deen for che courage and refolu- 
tion of St. Paul, all the Gentile Chriſtians had been ei- 
ther forced to a compliance with the Jews, or do a per- 
prot Schiſm, (of which St; Peter had been in 11 
ility che Head, and not of the Churches Unity, if 

had not vi gotouſly 1 ſo dangerous 4 compli⸗ 
ance. ) But finding fo good ſucceſs in His endeavai 18 
at Antloch, be oarſact thoſe falle Apoſtles, who made 
it their buſiceſs to divide and ſeparate the Chriffians 


from each orhers Cortimunion,through all tbe Chufche 7 


where they Had, or were Ike to make 7 great 1 imper 
fioa. He writes his Ehle to the Gala 7; 
again chern ; he wattis the Chriſtians ; at Row ok them, 
ow I befeech you Brethren mark them which 60 405 I ee 
and Offences contrary to the Dotring which e Ar earned, 


and avoid them, Rom. 16. 17. And bec ad un⸗ 

derſtood tliey had been buſie at Philighr to make a party 
there too, therefore the Apoſtle, to d eir de- 

figns, makes uſe of this fg! lowing. method, 

I. He'enhibers the Philippians to an, inl ous and 

conftant reſolution, in holding faſt ta ORs fait] of th ec 


Goſpe), in ſpight df afl che derts and r ice of their 
a +. That, ye os faſt in ove 57 wit, 'one mind, > 
wing to ether for the falt the 4 WY 7 nothing 
rerrified 7 your ad ver Mace TA | 7 A 12 the 
fears of troubles an perſecutions als ut dee the 18 
own and maintain theit Religion; 5 it will nj! an call 
matter for their enemies firſt to divide, and then to Tab: 
due them. Bat their courage and nn in a good 
Cauſe baffles the sass $ be the molt daring Adverſa- 
ries, and makes them Willing to retreat when they ſee 
they can neither diſunite' them nor make ke them afraid. 
2. He beſceches them in the moſt vehement and affe- 


Cionate manner, not to give way to any differences or 


diviſions among them, If there be therefore any conſolation 
in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpi- 


fit, if any bowels and mercies ; fulfill Je .my joy, that Je be 


Ik; m1 need, having the ſame love; being o one accord, of 
os 


us U Pry y 


catry on the ſame deſign; and as much as po 


thing; and 


"I. 
me mind, As though he had ſaid unto them, I have 
e CE divifiats in other Churches 
already; how our Religion hith been reproached, the 
Goſpel hindred, and the Croſs of Chriſt readred of little 
or no effect by reaſon of them; let me therefore 1ntrear 
you, if you have any regard to the Peace a d Welfare 
of your own Souls ; if ye have any Senſe of your duty 
ye owe to ohe another as members of the ſame body; 
f you have any tenderneſs or pity towards me, avoid 
clie firſt tendencies to any breaches among you; enter- 
tain ho tinjuft ſuſpictons or jealouſies of each other, ſhew 
all the kindneſs ye are able to your fellow members; 
live as thoſe that are acted by the ſame ſoul (nico) 

ble Pre- 

He warns them and gives cautions againſt ſome 
perſons from whom their greateſt danger was, vi. ſuch 
as prerended a mighty zeal for the Law: And very well 
underſtanding the miſchief of their deſigns under their 
ſpecious pretences, he beſtows very ſevere characters 
upon them verſ. 2. Beware of Dogs, beware o evil workers, 
beware of the Conciſion. All which Characters relate to 
the breaches and diviſions which they made in the Chri- 
ſtian Churches; which like Dogs they did tear in pieces, 
and thereby did unſpeakable miſchief, and ſo were evil 
workers ; and by the Conciſion S. Chryſoſtome underſtands 
ſuch a; cutting in pieces as tends to the deſtruction of a 
ad therefore, ſaith he, the Apoſtle called them 
2g-T4|ouny, In Thy, RNA STepayTo e be- 


1 


e in opinions amongſt you. 
32 N 


cauſe they endeavoured to cut in pieces, and thereby to 


deſtroy the Church of God. But leſt they ſhould give 
out that St. Paul ſpoke this out of a particular pique he 
had taken up againſt the Law of Moſes, he declares that 
as to the ſpiritual intention and deſign of the Law, it 
was accompliſhed in Chriſtians, verſ. 3. For we are the 
Circumg: ſion. which worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh. And, for 
his own part, he had Ix reaſon to glory in legal 

| | 4 pri- 


Ae 
privileges as any of them all, verſe 4, 5,6, but the ex- 
cellency of the Goſpel or Chrin had ſo prevailed upon 
bis mind, that he now deſpiſed the things he valued be- 
fore, and made ir his whole bufineſs to attain to the glo- 
rious reward which this Religion promiſeth. This he 
pur fues from werf. 7. to 95170 3 EY 2 3 

4. Having done this, le pirthades all good Chriſtians 
to doe as he did, e s therefore, & many as be 
75 be thus minded. But becauſe many diſputes and 
differences as to opinion and practice might happen a- 
mong them, he therefore tays down two Rules for them 
to Ira hn een d c OOTY 0 body oct Xx 0 Fl 
1. If any.happpen'd ta diffet from the body of Chriſtians 
they lived wich, they Thouta do it with great N bdeſly 
and Humility, not breaking! our into faGions and di- 
viſions, but waiting for Fiither inforttaeion. which 
they may expect that God will give upon a diligent 
and ſober uſe of the beſt means; And if in any thing ye 
be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto you. By 
leaving them ro Gods immediate care for farther illumi- 
nation, he doth not bid them depend upon extraordi- 
_y revelation; but requires them to wait upon God 
in his own way, without proceeding with the falſe 
Apoſtles to the ways of Faction and Separation, and in 
che mean time to go as far as they couſu. 

2. For thoſe who were come to a firmneſs and ſettle - 
ment of judgment upon the Chriſtian principles, he 
charges them by all means to preferve Unity and Peace 
among themſelves. hereto we have already attained, 
bet us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame things. 

Wherein the Apoſtle ſuppoſes two things. 

I. The neceſſity of one fixed and certain Rule, not- 
withſtanding the different attainments among Chriſtians. 
Nevertheleſs whereto we have already attained, let us walk 
by the ſame Rule. | | | 


II. The duty and obligation which lies upon the beſt- 


Chriſttans to obſerve it. Ie doth not ſpeak to the 1g- 
norant and unthinking multitude; not to the * 
| 0 rabblè, 


the ex- 
d upon 
ned be- 
he glo- 
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riſtians 
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abble, 


71 
abble, nor to the carnal and worldly Church; which ſome 
_ hink are only deſirous of Uniformiry ; but to the very 
beſt Chriſtians; to thoſe who had got the ſtart of others 
(as the words here fignifie) that they would be an 
example of Peace and Unity to their Brethren. "© 
I. The neceſſity of one fixe and certain Rule, notwith- 
flanding the different attainments.of Chriſtians. Tg uu 8 
ver which Phrafe ſeems to be a continuation 
of the former alluſion to a Race. For, © 
as Euſtat hius obſerves, the firſt thing the X ids aye 
Greeks were wont to do as to their Ex- Toy Sguizpeay 
efciſes, was to circumſcribe the bounds Iiad. 3. 
within which they were to be perfoõn - 
med. That which fixed and determined theſe limits 
was called Kardy by the Greeks, and Regula and Lineæ 
by the Latines: thence tranſilire linea in Cicero” is to 
commit a fault, to break the bounds within which we 
Eater 
All the queſtion is, what the Apoſtle means' by this 
Rule, whether only a Rule of Charity and mutual for- 
bearance; with a liberty of different practice; or ſuch a 
Rule which limits and derermines the manner of practice. 
Tt cannot be the former, becauſe that is the caſe, the 
Apoſtle had ſpoken to juſt before. in any thing ye be 
otherwiſe minded; therefore now ſubjoining this with 
reſpect to thoſe who had gone beyond them, he doth 
wmply ſuch an agreement and uniformity of Practice 
as doth lie in obſerving the ſame ſtanding Rule. For 
which we muſt conſider, that they underftood already 
what orders and directions he had given them when a 
Church was firſt formed among them; and therefore 
when the Apoſtle mentions a Rule, without declaring 
what it was, we have reaſon to believe, it was ſuch a 
Rule which they very well knew, which he had given 
to them before. So we find elſewhere the Apoſtle refers 
ro ſuch Rules of Government and Order, which he had 
given to other Churches, and were already received and 
practiced among them. wr the Apoſtles did not ee 
5 2 ragls 


ut did make 
liging them 


and that not on the mere Authority of Apoſtles, but 
nas Governours of Churches, wbal⸗ baſineſs iis to take 
care of the welfare and preſervation of them. There 


” 
N 


_ are many thin which sem very little and inconſide- 


rable in themſelves, whoſe conſequence and tendency 
is very great: and the wiſdom of Governours lies in 
preventing the danger of little things, and keeping the 
zeal of well-meaning perſons within its due bounds. 
For, thoſe who are engaged below, in the ö Valley, 
fighting in ſmall parties, and purſuing their advantages 
do run into the enemies camp before they are aware of 
it, may receive an unexpected check from their Com- 
manders in chief, ho from the higher ground eſpie 


the hazard they are in by their over-forwardneſs, and 


the arts which their enemies uſe in drawing ghem into 
little Companies to fight ſeparately, and the danger they 
may thereby br ing upon the whole Army; and therefore 
ſend them a peremptory order to give over fighting by 
themſelves & make good their retreat into theBody of the 
Army: They wonder, they complain , they think them- 
ſelves hardly uſed ; but no underſtanding man blames 
their Generals who regard their ſafety more than they 
do themſelves, and know the allowing them the Liber- 
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ty 


L 9] 
ty they defire, would endanger the Deſtruction of them 
all The Wiſdom and Conduct of Governours, is 
ire another thing from the Zeal and Courage of in- 

rior Perſons ; who knowing their own reſolution Td 
integrity, think much to be controlled; but thoſe 
who ſtand upon higher Ground and ſee farther than 
they can do, muſt be allowed a better Capacity of 
judging what makes for the ſafety of the whole, than 
they can have: and ſuch things which they look on 
in themſelves, and therefore think them mean and tri- 
fling z the other look upon them in their conſequence, 
1 t . e they may have upon the publick ſafe. 
ty t were i 

men ſhou 


rar i r table, that all good and uſe- 

ul enjoy as much ſatisfaction as might be, 
but if it cannot be attained without running great ha- 
zards of unſettling all, it is then to be conſidered, 
whether the general ſafety or ſome mens particular ſa- 
tisfaction be the more defirable. And this is that, 
which the l of the Apoſtles themſelves gives us 
reaſon to conſider, for although there were many 
doubts and ſcruples in their times about the Rites and 
Cuftoms, yet the Apoſtles did give Rules 

in ſuch caſes, and bind Chriſtians to ob- AR. 15.2. 
ſerve them; as we find in that famous de- 


tremely de 


| Cree made upon great deliberation, in a Council of the 


Apoſtles at Jeruſalem ; wherein they determined thoſe 
things which they knew were then ſcrupled, and con- 
tinued to be ſo afterwards, wherever the Judaizing 
Chriſtians prevailed. But notwithſtanding. all their 
diſ. ſatisfaction, the Apoſtles continued the tame Rule; 
and S. Paul here requires the moſt forward Chriſtians to 
mind their Rule, and to preſerve Peace and Unity a- 


* * 


mong themſelves. | 
But deth not S. Paul in the 14th Chap. of his Epiſtle to the 
Romans lay down quite another Rule, v iz. only of mutual for- 
bearance in ſuch caſes, where men are unſatisfied in Conſcience} 
I anfwer, that the Apoſtle did act like a prudent 
Governour, and in ſuch a manner, as he thought did 
moſt tend to the propagation of the Goſpel, and 3 
| 3 good 


il] 
good of particular Churches. In ſome Churches that 
conſiſted moſt of Jeme, as the Church of Nome at this 
time did, and where they did not impoſe the neceſſity 
of keeping the Law on the Gentile Chriftians (as we 
do not find they did at Rome) the Apoftle was willin 
to have the Law buried as decently, and with as litt 
noiſe as might be; and therefore in this eaſe he per- 
ſuades both Parties to Forbearance and Charity, in 
i 3 _ avoiding the judging and cenſuring on an- 
Rom. 14. 3, ther, ſince they had an equal regard to the 
6, 10. honor of God in what they did. But in thoſe 

Churches, where the falſe Apoſtles made 
uſe of this pretence, of the Levitical Law being ſtill in 
force, to divide the Churches, and to ſeparate the Com- 
munion of Chriſtians ; there the Apoſtle bids them be- 
ware of them, and their praQtices, as being of a dan- 
gerous and petnicious Conſequence. So that the pre- 
ſerving the Peace of the Church, and preventing Sepa- 
ration was the great meaſure, according to which, the 
Apoſtle gave his directions; and that makes him ſo 
much inſiſt on this advice to the Philippians, that 
whatever their attainments in Chriſtianity were, they 
mould walk by the ſame Rule, aud mind the ſame things. 

II. We take notice of the Duty and Obligation that 
lies upon the beſt Chriſtians, to walk by the ſame Rule, to 
mi ud the ſame things, PAVIA SY 3 | 

From whence ariſe two very conſiderable Enqui- 
men £561 be | n 

1. How far the obligation doth extend to comply 
with an eſtabliſhed Rule, and to preſerve the Peace of 
the Church we live in? e . "LAS 

2. What is to be done, if men cannot come up to 
that Rule? For the Apoſtle ſpeaks only of ſuch as * 
attained ſo far; Whereto we have already attained, let us 

walk by the ſame Rule. | eee 

1. How far the obligation doth extend to comply 
with an eſtabliſned Rule, and to preſerve the Peace of 
the Church we live in ? This I think the more neceſſa- 


"oy 


x 
mw. 4 


14. 24000” ek. on. ag, 2 a 


ry to be ſpoken to, becauſe I cannot perſwade my ſelf 
that ſo many ſcrupulous and conſcientious men as are 
at 1 among us would live ſo many years in 2 
known Sin; . e. in a ſtate of Separation from the 
Communion,of a Church, which in Conſcience they 
thought themſelves obliged to communicate with. Ir 
muſt be certainly ſome great miſtake in their judgments 
muſt lead them ro this; (for I am by no means wil- 


ling to impure it to paſſion and evil deſigns) and out of 


the hearty deſire I have, if poſſible, to give ſatis faction 
in this matter, I ſhall endeavour to ſearch to the bot- 
tom of this dangerous miſtake, to which we owe ſo 
muck of our preſent diſtractions and fears. 
But for the better preventing all miſ- underſtandin 
We of my Diſcourſe, I deſire it may be conſi- 
gre! Fs That 1 ſpeak not of the Separation or diſtindt 
Communion of whole Churches from each other; which 
according to the Scripture, Antiquity and Reaſon, have 
a juſt Right and Power to Govern and Reform them- 
ſelves. By. whole Churches, I mean, the Churches of ſuch 
Nations, which upon the decay of the Roman Empire, re- 
ſumed their juſt Right and Government to, themſelves, 
and Upon thei owning Chriſtianity, incorporated into 
one Chriſtiatz Society, under the ſame common Ties 
and Rules of Order and Government. Such as the 
Church of Macedonia would have been, if from being a 
Roman Province it had become a Chriſtian Kingdom, 
and the Churches of Theſſalonica, Philippi and the reſt 
had united together. And fo the ſeveral Churches of 
the Lydian or Proconſular Aſia, if they had been united in 
one Kingdom, and governed by the ſame Authority, 
under the ſame Rules, might have been called theLydian 
Church. Juſt as ſeveral Families uniting make one 
Kingdom, which at firſt had a diſtinQ and independent 
Power, but it would make ſtrange confuſion in the 
world to reduce Kingdoms back again to Families, 1 5 
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cauſe at firſt they were made up of them. Thus Na- 
tional Churches are National Societies of Chriſtians, 


under the ſame Laws of Governments and Rules of 


Worſhip. For the true Notion of a Church is no more 
then of a Society of men united together for their Or- 
der and Government according to the Rules of the 
Chriſtian Religion. And it isa great miſtake, to make 
the notion of z Church barely to relate to A, of Wor- 
ſhip; and conſequently that the adequate notion of a 
Church, is an - Mſembly for Divine Worſhip ; by which 
means they appropriate the Names of Churches to par- 
ricular Congregations.” Whereas, if this held true, the 


Church mutt be diſſolved as ſoon as the Congregation is 


broken up; but if they retain the nature of a Church, 
when they do not meet together for Worſhip, then 
there is ſome body that unites them; and whatever that 
is, it conſtitutes the Church. And if there be one Ca- 
tholick Church conſiſting of multitudes of particular 
Churches conſenting in one Faith; then why may there 
not be one National Churck from the conſent in the 
ſame Articles of Religion, and the fame Rules of Go- 


gi geen , Order of Worſhip ? Nay, if it be mu- 
e 


tual conſent and agreement which makes a Church, 
then why may not National Societies agreeing toge- 
ther in the ſame Faith, and under the ſame Government 
and Diſcipline, be as truly and properly a Church, as 
any particular Congregation ? For, is not the Kingdom 
'of France as wy a Kingdom conſiſting of ſo many Pro- 
vinces; as the 
which conſiſted of a very ſmall territo- | 
ry? Among the Athenians, from whom Rob. Cœnalis 
4 uſe of the word ExxAuela came in- Hiſt. Gallic, 
to the Chriſtian Church, it was taken J. 2. p. 126, 
for ſuch an Aſembly, which had the | 
Power of Governing and determining matters of Religion 
as well as the affairs of State. For the Senate of 500 
being diſtribured into fifties according to the number 
of the Tribes which (ſucceeded by courſe through the 
Fear; 


ingdom of Ivetot once was in Normandy, 


0 & 


ſay they. cannot tell what we mean by the 


Church, for we onely 


- 


„ 
„ 5 i 
year ; and was then called en mim 
dh, every one of theſe h four No- Jul. Pollux 
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the laſt of which, an account of the Sa: c. 9. Schol. in 


cri ſices was taken and of other matters Ariſt, Acharn. 
which concerned Religion; as in the 48. 1. .. 1. 

Comitia Calata at Rome. From whence I 
we may obſerve, that it was.not the meeting of one of 
the ſingle Tribes, was called 'ExxAnd/e, but the Ge- 
neral Meeting of the Magiſtrates of the whole City 
and the People together. And in this ſenſe I ſhall ſhew 
afterwards, the word was uſed in the firſt Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church, as it comprehended the Eccleſiaftical 
Governours and the People of whole Cities; and why 
many of theſe Cities being united under one Civil Go- 
vernment, and the ſame Rules of Religion ſhould not 
be called one National Church, I cannot underſtand. 
Which makes me wonder at thoſe who, 
p Sacrilegidur 
Church of England; in ſhort we mean, adcſertion, 


that Society of Chriſtian People which p. 35. 


in this Nation are united under the ſame Separation yet 
Profeſſion of Faith, the ſame Laws of 0 Schiſin, 
Government, and Rules of Divine Wor- p. 59. 

ſhip. And every Church thus conſt :!: 
tuted, we do aſſert to have a juſt Right of Governing 
it ſelf, and of reforming Errours in DoCtcine and Cor- 


ruptions in Worſhip. 


On which Ground, we are acquitted from the im- 
putation of Schiſm in the ſeparation from the Roman 
| reſume our juſt Rights, as the 
Britiſh Nation did, as to Civil Government, upon the 


Ruine of the Roman Empire. 


2. L do not intend to fpeak of the Terms upon 
which Perſons are to be admitted among us to the Ex- 
erciſe of the Function of the Miniſtery; but of the Terms 
of Lay communion; i. e. thoſe which are neceſlary for all 
Perſons to joyn in our 205 and Sacraments 1 

ther 
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thet Offices of Divine Worſhip. I will not ſay, ther 
hath been a great deal of Art uſed to confound theſe 
two, (and it is eaſfie to diſcern to what purpoſe it is ;) 
bur 1 dare ſay, the Peoples not underſtanding the diffe- 
rence of theſe two Caſes hath been a great occaſion o 
the preſent Separation. For in err of ſome o 
the moſt impartial Men of the Diflenters at this day, al- 
though they think the caſe of tlie Miniſters very hard 
on the account of Subſcriptions and Declarations required 
of them ; yet they confels very little is to be ſaid on the 
behalf of the People, from whom none of thofe things 
are required. So that the People are condemned in 
their Separation, by their own Teachers; but how they 
can preach lawfully to a People who commit a fault in 
hearing them, 1 do not underſtand. | | 

3. Ido not confound bare ſuſpending Communion in 
ſome particular Rites, which perſons do modeſtly ſcruple, 
and uſing it in what they judge to be lawful; with 
either total, or at leaſt ordinary forbearance of Communion 
in what they judge to be lawful ; and proceeding to the for- 
ming of Separate Congregations, i. e. under other Teachers, 


and by other Rules than what the eſtabliſhed Religi- | 


on allows. And this is the preſent caſe of Separation 
which I intend to conſider, and to make the /infulneſs 
and miſchief of it appear. 5 
But that I may doe it more convincingly, I will not 
make the difference wider than it is; but lay down 
impartially the fate of the preſent Controverſie between 


us and our diſſenting Brethren, about Communion with our 
Churches. | | 


1. They unanimovſly 
confeſs they find no fault 
with the Doctrine of our 
Church, and can freely ſub- 
ſcribe to all the DoFrinal 
Articles ; nay they profeſs 
greater zeal for many of them, 


Peace-offering in the name 
of the Congregational Par- 
ty, 4. D. 1667. p. 10, 11. 
Baxter s Defence of his 
Cure, p. 64. Separation 
yet no Schiſm, p. 60. 


than, ſay they, ſome of our 
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mn Preachers do. Well then! The caſe is vaſt iy 
rent as to their (ſeparation from us, and our 


diffe. 


| 
e 


arati- 
on from the Church of Rome; for we declare, if there 
were nothing elſe amiſs among them, their DoQrines 
are ſuch, as we can never give our aſſent to, 


* 2. They generally yield, that our 
Parochial Churches are true Churches; and 
it is with theſe their Communion 1s re- 
quired. They do not deny that we 


have all the eſſentials of true Churches, 


true Doctrine, true Sacraments, and an im- 
plicite Covenant between Paſtours and People. 
And ſome of the moſt eminent of the 
Congregational way have declared; 
that they look upon it as an unj uſt calumny 
caſt upon them, that they look on our Chur- 
ches as wo true Churches. | 


3. Many of them declare, hat they 
bold communion with our Churches to be 


* Diſcourſe 
concerning 
Evangelical! 
Love, Church 
Peace and U. 
nity, 1672. 
p, 84, 85, 86. 
See Corbet of 
Schiſm, p. 41. 
Baxter's De- 
fence of his 


Cure, p. 38. 
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lawful. Yea we are told in Print, by one then preſent, 
that A.D. 1663. divers of their Preachers in London 
met to confider, how far it was lawful, or their duty to com- 
municate with the Pariſh Churches where they lived, in the 
Liturgy and Sacraments; and that the Relator brought 
in twenty Reaſons to prove that it is a duty to ſome to jeyn 
with ſome Pariſh-Churches three times @ year iu the Lord's 

Supper; after he had not only proved it /awful to uſe « 

Farm of Prayer, ani to join iu the uſe of our Liturgy, but in 

the participation of the Sacrament with us ; and no ont of 
the Brethren, he adds, ſeemed to diſſent, but to take the Rea- 

fans to be valid. Such another meeting, we | | 

ate told, th:y had after the Plague and Plea for 

Fire, at which they agreed that Communion Peace, p. 240. 


with our Churches was in it ſelf lawful and 


god. Who could have imagined otherwiſe, than that 
_—_— the weight of many Reaſons,and ſucha general con- 
ſent amonꝑ them, they ſhould have all joined with us in 
what themſelves judged to ” lawful, and in many 2 

: 1 
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ſes a duty? But inſtead of this, we have rather ſince 
chat time found them more inclinable to courſes of fe- 
paration, filling the People with greater prejudices 
againſt out Communion, and gathering them into fix- 
ed and ſeparate Congregations; which have proceeded 
to the choice of new paſtours upon the death of old 


ones; and except ſome very few, ſcarce any, either of 


their Preachers or People here, come ordinarily to the 
publick Congregations. And this is that which at pre- 
{ent we lament as a thing which unavoidably tends to 


our common ruine, jf not in time prevented; for 


by this means the hearts of the People are alienated 
from each other, who apprehend the differences to be 
much greater than their Teachers will allow, when 
they are put to declare their minds; and our common 
enemies take as much advantage from our differences, 
as if they were really far greater than they are. 

But you may ask, what then are the grounds of the 
preſent Separation? for that there is ſuch a thing is 
diſcernible by all, but what the reaſons of it are is hard 
to underſtand after theſe conceſſions; yet it is not con- 
ceivable that conſcientious Men can in ſuch a juncture 
of affairs perſiſt in ſo obſtinate and deſtrudtive a courſe 
of ſeparation, unleſs they had ſomething at laſt fit to an- 
ſwer the twenty Reaſons of their own Brethren _ it? 

I have endeavoured to give my ſelf ſatisfaction ina 


matter of ſo great moment to the Peace and Preſervation 


of this Church, and conſequently of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion among us; which I'never expett to ſee ſurvive 
the deſtruction of the Church of England. | 

And the utmoſt I can find in the beſt Writers of the 
ſeveral Parties, amounts to theſe two things. 

1. That although they are in a ſtate of ſeparation from our 
Church, het this ſeparation is no fe 

2. That a ſlate of Separation would he à fin, but notwith 
ſtanding their meeting in different places, yet they are not in 
4 frate of Separation. . | | 


And herein lies the whole ſtrength of the ſeveral. 


Pleas 


| 17 
I : | 
Pleas at this day made * f to juſtiſie the Separate Con- 


of fe- zrations.: both which I ſhall now examine. 
udices od) Some plead, that it is true they have diſtinf# and ſe- | 
to fix- parate Communion from us, but it is no ſin, or culpable 
eeded ſeparation ſo to have. For, fay they, DN” by 
of old Our Lord Chriſt inſtituted only Congrega- Diſcourſe _ 
her of tional Churches, or particular Aſſemblies concerning 
tothe | fer divine Worſhip , which having the Evangelical 
t pre- ſele Church power in themſelves, they are Love,Church 
ds to under uo obligation of Communion with other Peace and | 
; for Churches, but only to preſerve Peace and Unity, p. 68. 
nated Charity with them. And to this doctrine, Baxt er's true 
o be others of late approach ſo near, that they and only 
vhen tell us, that to deviſe new ſpecies of Chur- Way of Con- 
mon ches (beyond Parichial or Congregational) cord, A. D. 
nces, without God's Authority, and to impoſe 1680. p. 
them on the world (yea in his name) and 111. 
f the call all Diſſenters Schiſmatichs, is a far | 
S 18 | worſe uſurpation, than to make or impoſe new Ceremonies or 
hard Liturgies, Which muſt ſuppoſe Congregational Chur- 
con- ches to be ſo much the Inſtitution of Chriſt, that any 
ture other Conſtitution above theſe is both unlawful and 
urſe inſupportable. Which is more than the Independent 
an- Brethren themſelves do aſſert. ws 
it? But to clear the practice of Separation from being a 
in a ſin on this account, two things are neceflary to be 
pw done. Net. 
Re. 1. To prove that a Chriſtian hath no obligation to 
ive external Communion beyond a Congregational Church. 
2. That it is lawful to break off Communion with 
he other Churches, to ſet up a particular independent 
Church. | ; 
Dur 1. That a Chriſtian hath no obligation Evangelical 
to external Communion beyond a particular Love, Tc. 
Hor Congrezational Church. They do not de- p 49, 52. 
7 ny, that men by Baptiſm are admitted p. 54. 
into the Catholick viſible Church, as Mem- | 
21 bers of it ; and that there ought to be a ſort of n 
as 75 


Fo 
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; „„ 
by mutual Love among all that belong to this Body: and to 
do them Right, they declare that they look upon the Church 
of England, or the Generality of the Nation profeſſing Chriſti- 
aftity, to be as ſound and healthful a part of the Catholick 
| Church, as any in the World. But then 
Page 59. they ſay, Communion in Ordinances muſt be 
only in ſuch Churches as Chriſt himſelf inſti- 
tuted by unalterable Rules, which were only particular and 

Congregational Churches. 


not to be a ſin to ſeparate from our Parochial Churches; 
which according to their own conceſſions have all the 
Eſſentials of true Churches? And what Ground can 


Churches planted by the Apoſtles at Corinth, Philippi 
or Theſſalonica? But I muſt needs ſay farther, I have 
never yet ſeen any tolerable proof, that the Churches 
_ planted by the Apoſtles were limited to Congregations. 
It is poſſible, at firſt, there might be no more Chriſtians 
in one City than could meet in one Aﬀembly for Wor- 
ſhip ; but where doth it appear, that when they mul- 
tiplied into more Congregations, they did make av and 
diſtinãt Churches, under new Officers with a Separate 
Power of Goverament ? Of this, I am well aſſured, there 
is no mark or footſtep in the New Teſtament, or the 
who'e Hiſtory of the Primitive Church. I do not think 
it will appear credible to any conſiderate Man, that 
the 5ooo Chriſtians in the Church of Jeruſalem made 
one ſlated and fixed Congregation for divine Worſhip ; not 
if we make all the allowances for ſtranger, which can 
be deſired : but if this were granted, where are the un- 
alrerable Rules thar as ſoon as the company became 
too great for one particular Aſſembly, they muſt become 
a new Church under peculiar Officers and an indepen- 
dent Authority? | | 

Jt is very ſtrange, that thoſe who contend ſo much 
for the Scriptures being a perfect Rule of all things per- 
taining to Worſhip and Diſcipline, ſhould be able te 
produce 


Granting this to be true, how doth it hence appear 


they have to ſeparate and divide thoſe Churches, which 
for all that we can ſee, are of the ſame nature with the 


ee 


roduce nothing in ſo neceſſary a Phint. If that ß 
hich we read the cleareſt inſtances in Scriprure, muſt 
be the ſtandard of all future Ages, much more might 
be ſaid for limiting Churches to private Famalies, 
than to particular Congregations. For, do we not read 
of the Church-that was in the Henſe of Priſcilla and Aquila 

at Rome; of the Church that was in the EO 
Houſe of Nymphas at Colofſe; and in Rom. 16,3,5. 
the Houſe of Philemon az Laodicea ? Coloſſ 4, 15, 
Why chen ſhould not Churches be re- Philem. v. 2. 
duced to particular Families, when by | : 
that means they may fully enjoy the Liberty of their 
Conſciences, and avoid the ſcandal of breaking the 
Laws? But if, notwithſtanding ſuch plain examples, 
Men will extend Churches to Congregations of many Fa- 
milies ; why may not others extend Churches to thoſe 
Societies which conſiſt of maxy Congregations ? Eſpeci. 
ally conſidering that the Apoſtles when they inſtituted 
Churches, did appoint ſuch Officers in them, as had 


% 


not barely a reſpe& to thoſe already converted, but to 


as many as by their means ſhould be | 
added to the Church; as Clemens affirms Clem. Ep. ad 


in his Epiſtle ; The Apoſtles, ſaith he, Corinth. 


went about in Cities and Countries prea- p. 55. 
ching the Goſpel; and appointed their Firſt: 

fruits, having made a ſpiritualtrial of them, for Biſhops and 
Deacons, M u mntuey, of theſe who were to believe. 
From hence the number of Converts were looked on 
as an acceſſion to the Original Church, and were undec 
the care and Government of the Biſhop and Presbyters, 
who were firſt ſettled there. For although when the 
Churches increaſed, rhe occaſional meetings were 
frequent in ſeveral places; yer ſtill there was but one 
Church, and one Altar, and one Baptiſtery, and one Biſhop 


with many Presbyters affiſting him. And this is fo very 


plain in Antiquity, as to the Churches planted by 
the Apoſtles themſelves in ſeveral parts, that none but 
| | . 
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Church can ever call it in queſtion, I 


| Unicuique ci | | 
am ſure Calvin, a perſon of great and 


witati erat at- 
tributa certa 
regio, Que , 


Presbyteros diſpute among learned Men, that a 
znde-ſumeret, Church did not only take in the Chri- 
velut cor- ſtians of a whole City, but of rhe ad ja- 
por i Eccleæ cent Countiy too: and the contrary 


illius accenſe- 

retur, Calvin. 

Iuſtit. I. 4. 
c. 4. u. 2. 


opinion is a very novel and late fancy 
of ſome among us, and hath not age 
enough to plead a Preſcription. It is 
true, after ſome time in the greater 
Cs Cities, they had diſtin& places allotted, 
and Presbyters fixed among them; and ſuch allotments 
were called 7itles at Rome, and Laure at Alexandria, and 
Pariſhes in othar places; but theſe were never thought 
then to be mew Churches, or to have any independent 
Government in themſelves; but were all in ſubjection 
to the Biſhop and his College of Presbyrers, of which 
multitudes of examples might be brought from moſt 

- authentick Teſtimonies of Antiquity ; if a thing ſo 
evident needed any proof at all. And yet this diſtri- 
bution even in Cities was ſo uncommon in thoſe elder 
times, that Epiphanius takes notice of it as an extraordi- 


nary thing at Alexandria ; and therefore it is probably 


ſuppoſed there was no ſuch thing in all the Cities of 
| Crete in his time. And if we look over 


Perav. not. in the ancient Canons of the Church, we 


Epiphan. ſhall find two things very plain in them; 
her. 69.n. 1. (i.) That the notion of a Church was 
Canon. Nicæn. the ſame with that of a Dioceſe ; or 
6 x5, 16. ſuch a number of Chriſtians as were un- 


der the inſpeQion of a Biſhop. (2.) 
Chalced. 17. Thar thoſe Presbyters who rejected the 
20, 26. Authority of their Biſhop, or affected 
Antioch c. 2. ſeparate meetings, where no fault could 
Code Eccl. be found with the Doctrine of a Church, 
Afr c.53655- were 


Conſtan. c. 6. 


a great ſtranger to the Hiſtory of the 


deſerved. reputation among our Bre- 
thren,looks upon this as a matter out of 
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vere condemned of Schiſm. So the followers of 
Fuſftathias Sebaſtenus, Who withdrew from the publick 


ongregations on pretence of greater 
anctity and purity, in Paphlagonia,were 
ondemned by the Council at Gangræ; 
o were thoſe who ſeparared from their 
Biſhops, though otherwiſe never fo or- 
thodox, by the Council at Conſtantinople, 
and the Council at Carthage ; wherein 
before S. Cyprian had fo juſtly complai- 
ned of the Schiſm of F:lici/imus and his 
Brethren, who on pretence of ſome dif- 
orders in the Church of Carthage had 
withdrawn to the Mountains : and there 
laid the Foundation of the Nowvatian 
Schiſm. But when falſe Doctrine was 
impoſed on Churches, as by the Arian 


Conc, Gangr. 
c. 6. 


Concil. Conſt, 
c. 6. 

Concil. Car. 
thag. c. 10, II. 
Cyprian. Ep. 
40, 42. 

T heod. Eccl. 
Hiſt. I. I. c. 22. 
*. 

6. 17. 
Vincent. c. 


Biſhops at Anioch, then the people were 16. 
excuſed in their ſeparation ; fo at Rome 
when Felix was made Biſhop; and at Sirmium when 
Phot inus publiſhed his Herefie ; but I do not remember 
one inſtance in Antiquity, wherein ſeparation from Or- 
t hodox Biſhops and ſetting up Meetings without their Au- 
thority and againſt their conſent, was acquirted from 
the fin of Schiſm. Indeed ſome Biſhops have ſomerimes 
refuſed Communioa with others upon great miſdemea- 
nours ; as Theognoſtus and S. Martin with the 1thacian 
party on the account of the death of Priſcilllau; but 
this doth not at all reach to the caſe of Presbyters ſepa- 
rating from Biſhops, with whom they agree in the ſame 
Faith. The followers of S. Chryſoſtome, did, I con- 
feſs, continue their ſeparate Meetings after his baniſh- 
ment, and the coming in of Arſacius : bur although 
they withdrew in his time, being unſatisfied in the man- 
ner of his choice; yet when Articus reſtored the name 
of S. Chryſoftome to the Diptychs of the Church, they re- 
turned to communion with their Biſhop, as S. Chryſo- 


0 F 
Pome himſelf adviſed them (as appears 
Baton. A. D. by Palladiut) which is far from juſtify- 
404+ u. 41. ing the wilful ſeparation of Prerbyters and 
412. u. 47. People from the Communion of their Biſhops, 
when they do agree in the fame Faith. 
2. But ſuppoſe the firſt Churches were barely congre- 
gational, by reaſon of the ſmall number of Believers at 
that time, yet what obligation lies upon us to difturb the 
Peace of the Church we live in to reduce Churches to their 
Infant ſtate? They do not think it neceſſary to reduce 
the firſt Community of Goods, which was far more certainly 
practiſed, chan congregational Churches; they do not 
think it neceſſary to waſh ene anothers feet, 
Joh. 13.14. although Chriſt did it, and bad his Diſ- 
ciples do as he did: they believe that the 
firſt civil Goverument was appointed by God himſelf 
over Families; do they therefore think themſelves 
bound to overthrow Kingdoms to bring things back ro 
their ficſt inſtitution ? If not, why ſhall the Peace of 
the Church be in ſo much worſe a condition than that 
of the Civ: |-ſtare ? It is very uncertain whether the 
Primitive Form were ſuch as they fanſie; if it were, it 
is more uncertain whether it were not ſo from the cir - 
cumſtances of the times, than from any inſtitution of 
Chriſt; but it is moſt certainly our duty to preſerve 
Peace and Unity among Chriſtians; and it is impoſſi- 
ble fo to do if Men break all Orders in pieces for the 
fancy they have taken up of a Primitive Platform, Ic 
is a great fault among ſome who pretend to great nice- 
neſs in ſome poſitive Duties, that they have ſo little re- 
gard to comparative Duties : For that which may be a 
duty in one caſe, when it comes to thwart a greater 
duty, may be none. This Doctrine 
Matt. 12.7. we learn from our blefſed Saviour in 
the caſe of the obligation ofthe Sabbath; 
which he makes to yield to duties of Mercy. And can 
we think that « duty lying upon us, which in our cir- 
cumſtances makes a far greater duty impracticable if Is 
there 


J Geek: al. wid od vih 1 2-5 122. 0 2 =D 


cong re- 
vers at 
ib the 
%o their 
educe 
tainly 
lo not 
rs feet, 
s Diſ- 
nat the 
mſe]f 
\ſclves 
ck ro 
ace of 
1 that 
r the 
re; it 
Ce Cir - 
n of 
ſerve 
poſſi- 
r the 
TO 
nice- 
e re- 
be a 
eater 
rine 
Ir in 
Aaths 
| Can 
cir- 
7 Is 
ere 


F 
there any thing Chriſt and his Apoſtles have charged 
more upon the Conſciences of all Chriſtians, that ſtu- 
dying to preſerve Peace and Unity a- 


mong Chriſtians ? This is that we muſt Rom. 14. 19. 
follow after, even when it ſeems to fly 1 Theſſ. 4. 11. 


Phil. 3. 15. 


Eph 
Pp „4. 2, 3. 
Heb. 13. 17. 


from us; this is that, we muf apply our 
minds to, and think it our honour to promote; 
this is that which the moſt perfect Chri- 
flians are the moſt zealous for; this is that, 
for the ſake of which we are commanded 
to praftiſe meekneſs, humility, patience, ſelf-denial and 
ſubmiſſion to Governonrs, And after this, can we ima- 
gine the attaining of ſuch an end ſhould depend upon 
mens conjeQures, whether five Thouſand Chriſtians in 
times of perſecution could make one Aſſembly for Wor- 
ſhip ? Or whether all the Chriſtians in Epheſis or Co- 
rinth made but one Congregation? On what terms 
can we ever hope for Peace in the Church, if ſuch No- 
tions as theſe be ground enough to diſturb it? What 
ſtop can be put to Schiſms and Separations, if ſuch 
pretences as theſe be ſufficient to juſtifie them? Men 
may pleaſe themſelves in talking of preſerving Peace 
md Love under ſeparate Communions ; but our own 
ſad experience ſhews the contrary ; for as nothing 
tends more to unite mens hearts than joyning together 
in the ſame Prayers and Sacraments ; ſo nothing doth 
more alienate mens affeQions, than withdrawing from 
each other into ſeparate Congregations. Which remprs 
ſome to ſpiritual Pride and ſcorn and contempt of o- 
thers, as ofa more carnal and worldly Church than them- 
ſelves ; and provokes others to lay open the follies and 
indiſcretions and immoralities of thoſe who pretend to 
ſo much Purity and Spirituality above their Brethren. 
5. Others confeſs, that to live in 4 
ftate of ſeparation from ſuch Churches, as True way of 
many at leaſt of ours are, were a ſm; for Concord, 
they ſay, that cauſeleſs remuncing Communi- Part 2. ch. 1. 


ox with true ons: is Schiſm, eſpecially Sect. 40. 
D : 
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if it be joined with ſetting up Anti-Churches unwarrantably 
'azninſt them; but this they deny that they do, although 
they Preach when and where it is forbidden by Law; 
and worſhip God, and adminiſter Sacraments by other 
Rules and her 2 different manner than what.our Church 
requires. This is not dealing with us with that fairneſs 


and ingenuity which our former Brethren. uſed ; for 


they avow the fact of ſeparation, but deny it to be finful; 
theſe owning it to be ſinful, have no other reſuge left 
but to deny the fact, which is evident to all Perſons. 
For do they not doe the very ſame things and in the 
fame manner, that the others doe; how comes it then 
to be ſeparation in ſome and not in others? They are 
very unwilling to confels a ſeparation, becauſe they 
have formerly condemned it with great ſeverity; and 
yet they do the ſame things for which they- charged 
others as guilty of a ſinful ſeparation © 

For, the Aſſembly of Divines urged their diſſenting 
Brethren to comply with their Rules of Church. Government, 


and charged them with Schiſm if they did it not; where- iſ 


as they only deſired to enjoy ſuch liberty as to their 
ſäüeparate Congregationt, as is now pleaded 
Papers for for by our diſſenting Bret hren. This, ſay 


accommo- they, would gi ve countenance to a perpetual 


dation, prin- Schiſm and Diviſion in the Church, ſtill 
ted 1648. drawing away fome from the Churches under 
p. 16. the Rule, which a wal breed irritations 
p. 20, 21. between the Parties; and would iut roduce 
RR all manner of Confuſion. And thy thought 

3ta very unreaſonable thing for them to deſite diſtinct 
and ſeparate Congregations, as to thoſe parts of worſhip where 
they could join in Communion with them: 

Page 22. and they thought no Perſon was to be 
| indulged as to any Errour or Scruple of 
Conſcience ; but with this Proviſo, that in all other parts 
of worſhip they join with the Congregation wherein they live; 
and be under the Government to be eſtabliſhed. lon 
| 4 | | this 
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this the diſſenting Brethren anſwered, 


moſt ſubſtantial in their Rule, it could not be called a total ſe- 


Churches to be true Churc her; and that they 


dc aſio 
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that ſuch a variation, or forbearance, could Page 55. 
neither be a Schiſm, nor endanger it; and 
that the great cauſe of Schiſm hath been a ſtrict obligation of 
all to Uniformity ; that as long, as in their ſeparate Congre- 
gations they did practiſe moſt. of the ſame things, and the 


paration, eſpecially conſidering, that they profeſſed their 


had uccafronal Communion with them, which Page 28, 29, 
is the very ſame Plea made uſe of at this 30. 
day among us. To which the Aſſem- 
blies party ſmartly replied, that ſince they: acknowledged 
their „ 8 to be jo true, that they could Cl : 
nally join in all Alls of worſhip, they Page 47. 
conceived they were bound to aft with them 
in joint Communion by one Common Rule, and not by different 
Rules and in ſeparated Congregations. And 
they add, that to leave all ordinary Commu- Page 8 5. 
nion in any Church with diſlike, when po... 
poſition or offence offers it ſelf, is to ſeparate from ſuch a Church 
in the Scripture ſenſe ; ſuch ſeparation was not in being in 
the Apoſtles times, unleſs it were uſed by falſe Teachers; all 
who profeſſed Chriſtianity held Communion together, as in onv 
Church, notwithſtanding differences of Judgment, or corru p- 
tions in Practiſa; and that, if they can 
held occaſional Communion wit hout ſin, they Page 56. 
know no reaſon why it may not be ordinary a 
without ſin too, and then ſeparation would be needleſs. To 
which they ſubjoin theſe remarkable words, which I 
heartily wiſh our Brethren at this day would think ſe- 
riouſly upon, To ſeparate from thoſe Churches ordinarily 
and viſibly with whom occaſionally you may joyn without fin, 
Jeemeth to be à moſt unjuſt ſeparation. So that whatever 
falſe colours and pretences ſome Men make uſe of to 
juſtifie their preſent praiſe, if the judgment of their 
own Brethren may be taken upon the moſt weighty de- 
bate, and moſt ſei ious deliberation, it is no better 2 
Taj {nod 3 Plain 
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plain and downright ſeparation. And, I muſt needs 
lay, Inever ſaw any Cauſe more weakly defended, no, 
not that of Polyzami and Anabaptiſm, than that of thoſe, 
who allow it to be lawful to join in Communion with 
us, and yet go about to vindicate the ſeparate Meetings 
among us, from the guilt of a ſinful ſeparation. For 
although they allow our Churches to be true, and that it is 
lawful to communicate with them, which is the mol plan- 
ſible Plea they have, this is ſo far from extenuating, 


that it doth aggravate the fault; for as 


Page 1. the Brethren of the Aſſembly ſaid, Though 
£6! they do not pronounce an affirmative Judg- 
ment againſt ; yet the very ſeparating is à tacit and 
practical condemning of our Churches, if not as e, yet as 
impure. 5 | 
But whatever may be ſaid as to other Pleas for their 
preſent practices, my Text ſeems to afford the ſtrongeſt 
of all, viz. that Men areto be preſſed to go no farther 
than they have already attained, and not to be ſtrained 
up to an uniformity beyond the dictates of their Conſci- 
ences, but to be let alone, as the Apoſtle dire&s in the 
foregoing verſe, If any one be otherwiſe minaed, he muſt 


be left to God, and that manifeſtation of his will, which 


he will be pleaſed to give him. 
The clearing of this will give a full anſwer to the 
ſecond enquiry, viz. G7 eee 


2. What is to be done, if Men cannot com- up to the Rule 


dp preſcribed. | 

To this therefore I anſwer in theſe particulars. 

1. This can newer juſtifie Men in not doing what they lawſwlly 
may doe. Por this Rule of the Apoſtle makes Commu- 
nion neceſſary, as far as it is lawful ; and that upon 
the account of the general obligation lying upon all 


Chriſtians to doe what in them lies for preſervation of 


the Peace of the Church. Therefore as far as ye have at- 
tained walk by the ſame Rule, doe the ſame things; which 
words, ſaith Cajetan, the Apoſtle ſubjoins to the former, 
leſt the perſons he there ſpeaks to ſhould think 2 
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ſelves excuſed from going as far as they can as to the 
ſame Rule. Which plainly ſhews that Men are bound 
. in Conſcience to go as far as they can; and Fcannot 
f thiſe, ſee how it is conſiſtent with that tenderneſs of Conſcience 

4 which our Brethren pretend to, for ſo many of them to 
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eetings live ſo many years ina negle& of char Communion with 
For our Church, which themſelves judge to be lawful. _ 
it it is I dare ſay, if moſt of the Preachers at this day in the 


plau- ſeparate Meetings were ſoberly asked their judgments, 
whether it were lawful for the People to join with us 
or as in the publick Aſſemblies, they would not deny it; 
and yet the People that frequent them, generally judge 
orherwiſe, For it is not to be ſuppoſed, that faction 
V among them ſhould ſo commonly prevail beyond in- 


tereſt; and therefore if they thought it were lawful 


9 for them to comply with the Laws, they would do 
their it. But why then is this kept up as ſuch a mighty ſe- 
geſt cret in the breaſts of their Teachers ? Why do they 
ther not preach it to them in their Congregations? Is it 
ned for fear, they ſhould have none left to preach to? that 
ſei- is not to be imagined of mortified and conſcientious 
the Men. Is it leſt they ſhould ſeem to condemn them- 
100. ſelves, while they preach againſt Separation in a Separate 
ich Congregation? | 
This, I confeſs, looks oddly, and the tenderneſs of 
the a mans mind in ſuch a caſe, may out of mere ſhame- 
facedneſs keep him from declaring a Truth which flies 
ah in his face, while he ſpeaks it. | 
Is it that they fear the reproaches of the People? 
which ſome few of the moſt eminent Perſons ameng 
Ul them, have found they muſt under go if they touch upon 
5 this Subject (for I know not how it comes to paſs, that 
= the moſt Godly People among them, can the leaft endure 
11 to be told of their faults.) But ir is not 
if as plainly written by S. Paul, If 1 yer Gal. 1. 10. 
% pleaſe Men I ſhoald not be the Servant of 
7 Chrift ; as Mos be unto me f I preach not the Goſpel? If they 


therefore would acquit themſelves like honeſt and Lon 
| ſcien» 
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ſcientious Men, let them tell the people plainly that 
they look on our Churches as true Churches, and that they 
may lawfully communicate with us in Prayers and Sacraments; 
and I do not queſtion but in time, if they find it law- 


ful, they will Judge it to be theit Duty. For it is the 


Apoſtles command here, Wheretowe have already attai- 
ned let ts walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame things. 

2. If the bare diſſatisfattion of mens Conſciences do juſtifie 
the Iawfnliniſs of Separation, and breaking an eſtabliſhed 
Rule, it were to little purpoſe to make any Rule at all. Be- 
cauſe it 1s impoſſible to make any, which ignorant and 


injudicious Men fhall not apprehend to be in ſome thing 


or other againſt the dictates of their Conſerences, But 
becauſe what we ſay may not weigh ſo much with them 
in this matter, as what was ſaid on this Occaſion by 
their own Bret hren in the 4ſembly, J ſhall give an ac- 
count of their Judgment in this matter. 

The diſſenting Bret hren were not ſo much wanting to 
their Cauſe, as not to plead tenderueſi of Conſcience with 
as much advantage and earneſtneſs as any men now 
can do it. To which they anſwer, 

r. That though tendernefs of Conſci- 
Papers for ence may juſtifie noncommunion in the 
Accommo- thiag ſcrupled, yet it can never juſtifie 
dation, p. 5 1. Separation. | | 
V. p. 1. We muth doubt, ſay they, whether ſuch 

tenderneſs of Conſcience, as ariſeth out of an 
opinion, cui poteſt ſubeſſe falſum, (which may be falſe) 
when the Conſcience is ſo tender, that it may be withal an 
erring Conſcience, can be a ſufficient ground to juſtifie ſuch a 
material Separation, as our Brethren plead for ; For though 
it may bind, to forbear or ſuſpend the Act of Communion in 
that particular wherein Men conceive they cannot hold Com- 
munion without ſin (nothing being to be done contrary unto 
Conſcience) yet it doth not bind to follow ſuch a poſitive pre- 
ſcript as poſſibly may be divers from the Will and Counſel of 
God, of which kind we conceive thu of gathering Separated 
Churches out of other true Churches to be ne. The 
| | 2, c 
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5. That it is endleſs to hope to give ſatis faction to 
ering Conſciences, Page 66. The Grounds, ſay they, pon 
which this Separation is deſired, are ſuch upon which all 
other poſſible ſeruples which erring Conſciences may in any other 
caſes be ſubject unto, may claim the privilege of a like Indul- 


gence. And ſo this Toleration being the firſt, ſhall indeed but 


lay the foundation and open the gap, whereat as many di vi- 
bon in the Church, as there may be ſcruples iu the minds of 
Men, ſhall upon the jelf ſame equity be let in. And again, 
that this will make way for infinite diviſions and ſub. divi ſi- 
ons ; and give Countenance to a perpetun! Schiſm, and Di- 
viſion in the Church, page 68. page 73. page 68. 

3. That ſcruple of Con cience is no protection agai uſt Schiſin; 
0 cauſe of Separating ; page 73. nor doth it take off cauſe- 
leſs Separation from being Schiſm, which may ariſe from 
Errours of Conſcience as well as carnal and corrupt Reaſons ; 
and therefore they conceive the cauſe; of Separation muſt be 
ſhewn to be ſuch as ex natura rei will bear it ont. 

4. That the Apoſtle notwithſlanaing the difference of mens 
Tudgments did preſcribe Rules of Uniformity, page 111. For, 
ſay they, they ſuppreſſed the contentions of Men by the cus 
ſtome of the Churches of God, 1 Cor. 11. 16. and ordain the 
ſame prattiſe in all the Churches, notwithſtanding our Bre- 
threns diftinition of difference of light, 1 Cor. 7. 17. And 
did not the Apoſtles bind the burthen of ſome neceſſary things 
on the Churches, albeit there were in thoſe Churches gradual 
differences of light? 

5. That the Apoſile by this Rule in the Text, did not in- 
tend to allow Brethren who agree in all ſubſtamials of Faith 
and Worſhip, to ſeparate from one another, in thoſe very ſab- 
flantials wherein they agree, page 113, 114. 1s thu, lay 
they, to walk by the ſame Rule, and to mind the [ame things, 
ro ſeparate from Churches in thoſe very things wherein we 
agree with them? We deſire no more of them than we are con- 
fdent was practiſed by the Saints at Philippi, namely to 
hold practical Communion in things wherein they doctrinally 


agree page, 115. | 
| ; E 6. 7.44 
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6. That there is a great deal of difference between Tyrann 
over M. Conſciences, ana Rules of Uniformity, Ibia. For 
the diſſenting Bret hren charged the Aſſembly, with ſetting 
up an Uniformity for Uniformity's ſake, i. e. affecting Uni for. 
mity ſo much, as not to regard Mens Conſciences; and with. 
out reſpe had to the varieties of Light in matters of a leſſer 
nature; which, ſay they, will prove a perfect tyranny, and 
it is in effect to ſtretch a low Man to the ſame length with a 
taller, or to cut a tall Man to the flatureof one that i low, 
for Uniformity's ſake. To which the others anſwer, That 
they do not defire Uniformity for the ſake of Tyranny, but on- 
ly for order, and order for Edification. But for ought they 
coula perceive, any thing that is One muſt be judged the foun- 
dation of Tyranny (which are their own words.) As ts 
waricty of light, they deſired their Brethren to anſwer them 
in this one thing, whether ſome muſt be denied liberty of their 
Conſcience in matter of practice, or none, page 116. If none, 
then, ſay they, we muſt renounce our Covenant and let in 


Prelacy again ; and all other; ways ; if a denial of liberty 
unto 5 may be juſt, then Uni formity may be ſettled not wit h- 
ſtanding variety of lights, without any Tyranny at all, As 
to their ſimilitude, they grant it to be pretty and plauſible ; 
page 117. but ſuch arguments are popular and inartificial, 
having more of flouriſh than ſubſtance in them. For did not 
they endea vour to raiſe lower Churches to a greater height? 


would they permit other Church Governments if it were in their 


power, becauſe Men muſt not for Uniformit) s ſake bs pared or 
ſtretched to the meaſure of other Men? would they endure the 
lower ſuckers at the root of their tree to grow till they had kil- 
lea the tree itſelf ? Ad populum phaleras. 

From whence we ſee the Church of England's endeavour 
after Unifermity is acquitted from Tyranny over the Con- 
ſciences of Men, by the Judgment of the moſt learned 
of the Aſſembly of Divines ; for ſuch we do not queſtion 
they choſe to manage this debate, upon which the turn 
of their whole affairs depended. 

3. A wilful Errour or mi ſtałe of Conſcience doth by no 
fans excuſefrom ſin, Thus if a Man think himſelf bound 
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to divide the Church by a ſinful Separation; that Separation 
is nevertheleſs a ſin for his thinking him. |= | 
ſelf bound to do it. For S. Paul thought AQ. 26. 9. 
himſelf bound to do many things againſt the | 
name of Jeſus of Nazareth, yet he calls 1 Tim. 1. 
himſelf a blaſphemer and the greateſt of 13, 15. 
fimert, for what he did under that ob- S Joh. 16. 2. 
ligation of Conſcience, The Jews thought 
themſelves bound in Conſcience to do God ſervice, but it 
was a horrible miſtake, when they took k;liing the Apo- 
Ples to be any part of it, From whence it appears, that 
Men may do very bad things, and yet think themſelves 
cience to do them. I do not hence inſer 
that the pretence of Conſcience is not to be regarded, be- 
cauſe it may be abuſed to fo ill purpoſes 5 for no man 
that hath any Conſcience will ſpeak againſt the Power of 
it, and he that declares agzinft it, hath no reafon ro be 
regarded in what he ſaith. But that which ought ro be 
inferred from hence, is, that men ought not to reft 
ſatisfied with the preſent diQtates of their Conſciences, for 
notwithſtanding them, they may commit very great 
ſins. I am afraid, the common miſtating the Caſe of 
an Erroneus Conſcience hath done a great deal of Miſchief 
to conſcientious men, and betray d them into great {2- 
curity, while they are aſſured they do act according to 
their Conſciences. For the queſtion is generally pur, 
How for an Erroneous Conſcience dot h oblige? And when men 
hear that they muſt not act againſt their Conſciences though 
they be miſtaken, they think themſelves ſafe enough, and 
enquire no farther, But if they would conſider, that 
no man's Conſcience alters the nature of Good and Evil in 
things; that what God hath made a Duty or a Siu re- 
mains ſo, whatever a man's Conſcience doth judge con- 
cerning them; that no man's Conſcience can ſtrictly 
oblige him either to omit a Duty, or to commit a Sin; 
the utmoſt Reſolution of the Caſe comes to this, That 
a Man may be ſo perplexed and entangled by an erro- 
vers Conſcience, that he may be under a neceſſity of ſin- 
es > 2 ning. 


— 
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ning, if he acts either with or againſt it. Not that God 
ever puts a man under the neceſſity of ſinning, (for 
then it would be no fin to him, if it were unavoidable) 
but that 5 their own negle& and careleſneſs, without 
looking after due information, and running on with 
violent Preſudicet, which was the caſe of S. Paul and 
the Jews (and I wiſh it were not of many Chriſtians) 
they may make falſe and raſh judgments of things, and 
ſo fin either in doing or not doing what their Conſciences 
tell them rhey are bound to do. - 55 

The moſt material Queſtion then, in the caſe of an 
erroneous Conſcience, is, What Errour of Conſcience doth ex- 
cuſea man from Sin in following the Dictates of it? 
For, if the Errour be wholly involuntary ; i. e. if it be 
cauſed by invincible Ignorance, or after uſing the beſt 
means for due information of his Conſcience, though the 
AX may be a fault in it ſelf, yet it ſhall net be im pu- 
ted to him as a Sin; becauſe it wanted the conſent of 
the Mind, by which the Mi is determined; but if men 
fall into full Errours ef Conſcience; i. e. if they form 
their Judgmenis rather by Prejudice and Paſſion and Inte- 
reſt than from the Laws of God or juſt Rules of Conſtience; 
if they do not examine things fairly on both ſides, 
praying for divine direction; if they have not patience 
to hear any thing 2gainſt their opinion, but run on 
blindly and furiouſly, they may in ſo doing AF accor- 
ding to their Conſcrences, and yet they may be in as 
great danger of committing heinous fins as St. Paul 
and the Jews were. Thus if men through the Power 
of an Erroneor Conſcience may think themſelves bound to 
make Schiſms and Diviſions in the Charch, to diſobey 
Laws and to break in pieces the Communion of that 
Church, which they are, or ought to be members of, 
they may ſatisſie themſelves that they purſue their Con- 
ſciences, and yet for want of due care of informing them- 
ſelves and judging arighr, thoſe very Altions may be 
Wiſful and Damnable Sins. TED 
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Church. Let ts walk by th: ſame Rule, and mind the ſame 
things. Let us ſtudy the Unity and Peace, and thereby 


' theſe, can be Enemies to it. Let us take feed we do 


of Religion had ten ſubſtantial Reaſons for it, when they 
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Nothing now remains but to make Application of 


- what hath been ſaid to our own Caſe. And that ſhall 


be to ewo ſorts of Perſons, 1.to thoſe who continue in 
the Communion of our Church, 2. to thoſe who diſſent 


I. To thoſe who continue in the Communion of our 


the Honour and ſafety of it. While we keep to ove 
Rule, all People know what it is to be of our Church; 
if men ſer up their own fancies above the Rule, they 
charge it with imperfection; if they do not obey the 
Rule, they make themſelves wiſer than thoſe that made 
it. It hath not been either the Doctrine or Rules of our 
Church which have ever given advantage to the Enemies 
of it; but the indiſcretion of fome in going beyond 
them; and the inconſtancy of otheis in not holding to 
them. EL 7 

Such is the Purity of its Hoctrine, ſuch the Loyalty of 
its Principles, ſuch the Wiſdom, and Order, and YViety of 
its Devotions, that none who are rrue Friends to any of 


not give roo much occaſion to our Enemies to think 
the worſe of our Church for our ſakes. It is eaſie to ob- 
ſerve, that moſt quarrels relating to Conft;tutions and 
Frames of Government are more againſt Perſons than things 
when they are unfariched with their management, then 
they blame the Government; but if themſelves were in 
Place, or thoſe they love and efteem, then the Govern- 
ment is à good thing, if it be in good mens hands. 
Thus do mens judgments vary as their intereſts do. ; 
And ſo as to Churches, we find Uniformity and Order +» | 
condemned as Ty-annical, till men come into Power 
themſelves, and then the very ſame things and argu- 
ments are uſed and thought very good and ſubſtantial, 
which before were weak and ſophiſtical. Thoſe who 
ſpeak now moſt againſt the Magiſtrates Power in matters 


chought 
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thought the Magiſtrates on their own 
| Anſw. to 2 fide. Thoſe who now plead for Tolera- 

Queſtions. tion, did once think it the Mother of 

1659. Confuſion, the Nurſe of Atheiſm, the inlet 
| | of Popery, the common Sink of all Errours 
and Herefies, But, if there be not much to be ſaid a- 
gainſt the Churches Conſtitution, then they are ready to 
lay load upon the Perſons of the Governours and Members 
of it; and thence pretend to a neceſſity of Separation 
for a purer Communion. Let us endeavour to remove this 
objection, not by recrimination (which is too eaſie in 
ſuch caſes) but by living ſuitably to our holy Religion, 
by reforming our own lives, and redreſſing (what in 
us lies) the Scandals and Diſorders of others. Let us by 
the innocency and unblameableneſs of our lives, the 
life and conſtancy of our devotions, the meekneſs 
and gentleneſs of our behaviour in our own Cauſe, our 
Zeal and Courage in God's, add a luſtre to our Religi- 
on and bring others to a Love of our Church. $f 

II. To thoſe who diſſent from our Communion. Me- 
ther they hear, or whether they will forbear, I cannot diſ- 
_ this ſubjeQ, without offering ſome things to 
them. ä N 

1. By way of Conſideration. 

2. By way of Advice. 1 0 

(1.) I ſhall offer theſe things to their Conſideration. 

| 1. Let them con- 

They that are ruled muſt con- ſider How many things 
ſider, that the beſt Policy or Con- muſt be born with in 
ſtitution, ſo far as it is of man's the Conſtitution of a 
regulating, hath defects and in- Church; which can- 
conveniences, and affairs will be not be expected in 
complicated; and therefore they this World to be wirh- 
mult not be too unyielding, but ont Spot or Wrinkle. And 
bear with what is tolerable, and if men will fer them- 
not eaſily remed1able. Corbet of ſelves only to find 
the ſound State of Religion, p. faults, it is impoſſible 
75. 1679. | in this ſtate of things, 

Bull againſt Can. p. 13. they ſhould ever be 

7 | pleaſed, 
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Wits to ſtrain every thing all whom Equity will plead 


* ML, 
a [35] | 
pleaſed. And if they ſevarate where they ſee any thing 4. 
miſs, they muſt follow his example who purſued this 


Principle ſo far, till he withdrew from all Society, leſt 
he ſhould communicate with them in their Sin; in 


which condition he continued till his Children lay 

dead in the houſe, and he became utterly unable to help 
himſelf; and becauſe no humane inventions were to be al- 
lowed about the worſhip of God, he had cur out of his Bible 
the Contents of the Chapters, and Titles of the Leaves, 
and ſo left the bare Text, without Binding or Covers. 


This is the Caſe the rigid and impracticable Principles 


of ſome would bring our Churches to, by cutting off 


all Rules of Order and Decency, as encroachments on the 


Inſtitutions of Chriſt. | 
2+ I deſire them to conſider how impoſſible it is to give 
Jatisfafion to all, and how many things muſt be allowed a 
favourable interpret ation in publick Conſtitutions and general 
Laws ; which it is hardly poſſible ſo to frame, but there 

will be room left for Cavils and Ex- 
ceptions. Yea when the wiſeſt and beſt A Diſcourſe 
men have done theirutmeſt, ſome of them- of the Reli- 
ſelves confeſs, there may be diſſaticfaction gion of En- 
fill; and if Chri fiian Humility, Charity gland in its 
and Diſcretion, will then adviſe perſons to due Latitude. 
acquieſce in their private ſecurity and free= Sect. 19. 
dom, and not to unſettle the publick Order 5 
for their private ſati faction. Why ſhould not men practiſe 
che ſame vertues themſelves; which they do confeſs, 
will be neceflary for ſome at laſt ? 8 
Wiſe and Good men will conſider the difficulties that 
always attend publick Eſtabliſhments; and have that 
eſteem for Peace/and Order, 
that they will bear with Such is the complicated 
any thing tolerable for condition of humane af- 
the ſake of it. It is a very fairs, that it is exceeding 
hard caſe with a Church difficult to deviſe a Rule oc 
when men fhall ſer their Model that ſhall provide for 


to 
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for. Therefore the prudent to the worſt ſenſe, to 


and ſober will acquieſce in ſtretch Laws beyond the 
any Conſtitution that is in intention and deſign of 
ſome good fort proportio- them, to gather together 
nable to the ends of Gover. all the doub.ful and ob- 
ment. 4 Diſcourſe of the Re- feure paſſages in Calendar} 
ligion of England, Oc. Seck. Tranſlations, &. and will 
14. Printed 1667, not diſtinguiſh between 
| their approbarion of the 

Uſe end of the Choice of things, for upon ſuch terms 
as thete men think to julkifie the preſent Diviſions, 1 
muctr queſtion, whether if they proceed in ſuch a man- 
ner, they can hold Communion with any 

"Ye Baxtcr's (QC Burch in the Chriſtiau World, If men 
Cure of D- be Gdifpoled to find faults, no Charch 
viſions, can be pure enough 3 for fom« thing will 
p 264- be amils either in Doctrine, or Diſcipline, 
or Ceremonies, or Manners ; but it they 

be diſpoſed to Peace and Union, then Charity will cover 
& multitude of failimgs ; and then according ro Sr, Paul's 
adviſe, with all lowlineſs and neekueſs, with lone-ſufforing, 
forbearing one another in Love, they will be endeavouring to 


preſerve the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, Eph 4.2,3. 


And without the prattiſe of the former Verrues, no 
M<rapbylical Diſcourſes of Uniry, will ſign, fie any 
thing to the Churches Peace. 

3. They would do well to conſider, How Separation 
of the People from our Churches comes to be more lawful now, 
than in the days of our Fathers, It hath been often and 
evidently proved, that the moſt fober and learned Mu- 
conformiſts of former times, norwithſtanding their ſeruples 


. 


in ſome points, yet utterly condemned Sepa- 


Papers of ac- vation from our Churches as unlawful. And 
commodati- they looked upon this, not as a mere 
on, 5. 52. common fin of humane iofirmiry, bur 

as a wilfal and dangerous fin; in that 
it isſofar from tending to the overthrow of Antichriſt, that 
it upholds and maintain him; calling It a renting the Church, 


the 
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the diſgrace of Religion, the advancement of 


Pride, Schiſm and Contentibn, the offence Ball againſt 
of the Weak, the grief of the wy who Can, Pref. 

be better ſettled, the hardning of the Wicked; p. 2. 

ani the recovery or riſing again of Antichri- | 
fiianiſm; nay, even perſecuting the Lord Jeſus in his Hoſt, 
which they vevile ; in his Ordinances, which they diſhonour 3 
und in hu Servants, whoſe footfleps they flander, whoſe Gra- 
ces => deſpiſe; whoſe Office they trample upon with diſdain. 
Theſe are the very words of one of the moſt learned and 
judicious Nun. conformiſt: befote the Wars. And ſurely 
the miſchiefs that followed after, could not make Sepa- 


retien to appear leſs odious. Was ita fin? was it ſuch 


a fin then ? And is it none now? Either our Brethren at 
this day, do believe it to be a Sin for the People to ſeparate, 
or they do not: If not, it muſt either be, that there are 
new and harder terms of Communion, which were nor 
then ; which is ſo far from being true, that they eon+ 
feſs them to be rather eaſier for the People: or ic muſt 


be, that they are gone off from the peaceable Principles 


of their Predeceſſours, which they are unwilling to own. 
If they do believe it to be a Sin, why do they ſuffer the 
People to live in a known Sin? Why do they encou- 
rage them by Preaching in Separate Congregations? Fot 
their Predeceſſeurs did not think it lawful, much leſs 2 
Duty, to preach when forbidden by a Law : neither did 
they underſtand what warrant any ordinary ; 

Miniſter hath in ſuch a caſe by God's word, Bradſhaw 
ſo to draw any Church or People to his private againſt John= 
Mini ſtery in oppoſition to the Laws and So- fe. S. 40. 91. 
vernment he lived under. They under- Goufes whole 
ſtood the difference between the Apoſtle? Armour of 
caſes and theirt; and never thought the Cod, p. 570. 


Apoſtles Moe be unto me if I preach not the 


Goſpel, did extend to them; but thought that filenced Mini- 

ſters ought to live as private Members of the Church till they 

were refiored, and the People * to hear others. Of _ 
. here 


11381 


there can be far leſs ground to diſpute, when themſelves 
acknowledge the Doctriue by Law eſtabliſhed ro be true 
and ſen . ( Re 81 Jo end 8 
4. Laſtly, Let me beſeech them to conſider he common 
danger that threatens us all by means of our Diviſions.” We 
have Adverſayies ſubtile and induſtrious enough to mak 
uſe of all advantages to ſetve their own ends; an 
there is ſcarce any otliex they promiſe themſelves more 
from, than the continuance; of "theſe breiches among 
our ſelves: This ſome of our Brethren themſelves have 
been aware of; and on that account have told che Peo- 


ple of the danger of the Principles of Separation, as to the 


intereſt of Religion in general, and the Protefiant Religion 
in particular among uss. 


e 2 r . 13 „ ** 1 a 


Nothing that I know of in the world, doth ſo ſtrongly 
tem pt ſome ſober conſcientious Men to think Popery 
neceſſary for the Concord of Churches, and a violent 

Church Government neceſſary to our Peace, as the wo- 
ful experience of the Errours and Schiſms, the mad and 
manifold SeQts that ariſe among thoſe that are moſt a- 
gainſt them, Baxter's laſt Anſw. to Bagſhaw, p. 300 
Lou little know what a pernicious deſign the Devil 
hath upon you, in perſuading you to deſire and endea- 


E wk ct 


your to pull down the intereſt: of Chriſt and Religion, 


which is upheld in the Pariſh-Churches of this Land: 
and to think that it is beſt to bring them as low in rea · 
lity, or reputation as you can, and to contract the re- 


ligious Intereſt all into private Meetings, M. p. 31. 


N. 250 1 - | | 873 - 

, Certainly; Nothing would tend more to our com- 
mon ſecurity than for all true and ſincere Proteſtants to 
lay aſide their prejudices, and miſtakes, and to joyn 
heartily in Communion with us: which many of their 
Teachers at this day allow to be lawful. And how can 

they ſatisſie themſelves in hazarding our Religion by 


nor 
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move them, is, that if their 


3 
eee 

of doing that, which themſelves confeſs lawfu] to be 
done? . * = F 3 ae? 8 Are 
(2) hut if we are not yet ripe for ſo great à mercy 
as a petfeqt Union, yet I would intreat our Bret hren to 
make way for it by hearkening to theſe following Au- 
vices. oo * 131 n * | M0 S work 2 8 . 
1. Wit to give encouragement to raſh and iutemperate zeal; 
which rends all in pieces, and makes reconciliation 
impoſſible.” Thoſe who fee leaſt into things, are uſu- 
ally the fierceſt contenders FRE them: and ſuch eager 
Difpytants are fitter to mae quartels than'ro end themʒ 
for they can be content ous for Beabe: ſake, ind make new 
differtncerabour the war of on Wiſtlom and” ſobri- 
ty, 4 good . prudent temper; and freedom 
rom preg ice will (Fad, pre to end our differences, 
than Warm Debates, and long Diſputations;' which as 
Greg: Nüxianten ſaid once of Councils, ſellom have had 
any good end. But there is a more fiery ſort of zeal, and 
more dangerous than this; which may lie fmothering 
for a timę, til it meets with fuitable matter and a freer 
vent, and then it breaks out into a dreadful flame. 
This we have already ſeen ſuch diſmal effects of in this 
age, that we ſhould think there were leſs need to give 


Men caution rica again, were it not to be feared, 
0 


that were Reaſon cannot prevail, Experience will not. 
All that we can ſay to r that may be like tb 
r blind zeal tranſport them, as 
it did Sampſon, to pull down the Houſe over their Heaur, 
they will be ſure to periſh themſelves in tlie fall of it; 
but here will lie the great difference of the caſe, while 
they and their Friends periſh together, the PHiliſtius 
without will rejoyce to make others the inſtruments to 
execute their deſignsss. „ 

2. Not to be always complaining of their hardfhips and 
Perſecutions ; as though no People had ſuffered ſo much 
ſince the days-of Diocleſian; whereas the ſeverity of 
Laws hath been tempered with ſo much gentleneſs in 
the execution of them, that others have as much com- 
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pl ned of Indulgence, as they of Perſecution, It doth not 
ook like the Patience, and Humility, and Meekniſs of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, to make ſuch noiſe and outcries of 
their ſuffering ſo much, when they would have been ra- 
ther thankful that they ſuffered no more. Is this the 
way to Peace, to repreſent their caſe ſtil! to the world in 
an exaſperating and provoking manner? Is this the way 7 
to incline their Gevernour; to more condeſcenſim, to re- 
preſent them to the People as an Ithacian perſecuting Par. 
y? Where are the Priſeillians that have been put to 
| death by chels inſtigation ? What do ſuch inſinuations 
mean, but that our Biſbops are the followers of I hacius 
and ldacius in their cruelty ; and they of the good and 
meek Biſhop 8. Martin, who refuſed Communion with 
them on that account? If Men do entertain ſuch kind 
thoughts of themſelves, and ſuch hard thoughts of their 
_Superiours, whatever they plead for, they have no incli- 
nation to Peace, 3 n 
3. Not to condemm others for that which themſelves have 
pradtiſed, and think to be lawful in their own caſes, What 
outcries have ſome made againſt the Church of England, 
as Cruel and Tyrannical, for expecting and requiring Uni- 
formity? And yet do not ſuch Men, even at this day, 
contend for the Obligation of a Covenant, Which binds 
| Men to endeavour after uniformity in Diftrine, Diſcipline 
and Worſhip? But they want the ingenuity of Aloni- 
bezek, to reflect on the Thumbs and the Toes, which they 
bave cut f fren ethers, Judg. 1.7. and think themſelves 
bound to do it again, if it were in their power. Who 
could have been thought more moderate in this way, 
than thoſe who went upon the princi- 
See Clarks ples of So are Bret hren? And yet 
Narrative we are aſſured, that even in New. Eug land, 


of New- _ when their own Church-way was by 
England's Law eſtabliſhed among them, they made 
Perſecution; it no leſs than Baniſpment for the Anabap- 
9. D. 1651. tiſts to ſet up ot her Churches among them, or 

er any ſecretly to ſeduce others from the ap- 
e EF probat ion 


the Power of pre 
" a very hard caſe, that the Church of England muſt be 
loaded with bitter reproaches, and expoſed to the com- 
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probation and uſe of Infaxt-b eim. And how they have | 
fince proceeded with te Tate: is very well known. 
Nay, even theſe, notwithſtanding the ſingle Inaepen- 
deney of every man's light within him, have found it ne- 
ceſſary to make Rules and Orders among themſelves to 
govern their Societies, to which they expect an uniform 
Obedience; and allow no Liberty out of the 


Power and Trath ; as they love to ſpeak. See Spirit of 


From all which it appears, the true the Hat, 
Controverſie is not about the Reaſonable- p. 12, &c. 
oſs. of Uniformity ; but who ſhall have . 
Kribing the Rules of it. Is it not now 


mon hatred of all Parties for the ſake of that, which 


every one of them would praQtiſe if it were in their 


Power ; and think it very juſtifiable ſo to do? 
4. Not to inflame the Peoples heats, by making their diffee 
rences with the Church of England to appear tobe greater than 


they are. Let them deal honeſtly and faithfully with 


them, by letting chem underſtand that they look on 
aur Churches as true Churches, and occaſional Communion 
at leaſt with them to be lawfnl: (and it is hard to un- 
derſtand, if occaſional Communion be lawful, that conſtant 
Communion ſhould not be a Duty.) This were the way 
to abate mens great prejudices, and to ſoften their Spi- 
rits, and to prepare them for a cloſer Union, But if in- 
ſtead of this, they endeavour to darken and confound 
things, and caſt miſts before their eyes, that they can- 
not ſee their way clear before them; all underſtanding 
Men will conclude, they prefer ſome little intereſts of 
their own, before the honour of Chriſt and the Peace of 
his Church. 

5. Not to harbour or foment unreaſonable jenlouſies and ſuſ- 
picions: in Peoples mizds concerning us. This hath been one 
of the moſt ſucceſsful arts of keeping up the diſtance 
and prejudices that have been ſo great among us, viz. 
by private whiſpers, by falſe ſuggeſtions, by idle ſto- 


ries, 
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ries; by unreaſonable interpretation of words beyond 


the intention and deſign of thoſe who ſpake them. By 
ſach devices as theſe, great miſchief hath been done a- 


mong us, and I am much afraid, is doing ſtill. For 


nothing ſets Men at a greater diſtance from our Church, 
than the apprehending that we are not hearty and ſincere 


in the Proteſtant Cauſe: which (although it be a moſt 


groundleſs and malitious calumny, yet there have been 
ſome, who have had ſo little regard to Conſcieuce, or 
common Iugenuity, as not only to charge particular Per- 
ſons, but our Church it (elf with Marching towards Popery. 


What injuſtice, what uncharitableneſs, What impu- 
denee is it, to faſten ſuch an imputation upon a Church 
that hath hitherto continued (and lofig nd MI ſo) 
| thechiefBulwark of the Proteſtant Cauſe 2 Litt 


| do fuch 
Perſons confider, how much they ſerve: the deſign of 
our enemies, who cannot but be mightily pleaſed to 
find-their moſt formidable adverſaries repreſented to the 


People as their Secret Friend. 


6. Not to run the hazard of all for a ſhew of greater Li bert 
to themſelves. For under this pretence our Adverſaries 
endeavour to make them their Inſtruments to bring upon 
our Necks a Toke which neither we nor our Fathers were able 
to bear, An wniverſal Toleration is that Trojan Horſe, 
which brings in our enemies without being ſeen, and 
which after a long Siege they hope to bring in at laſt 
under the pretence of ſetting our Gates wide enough 
open, to let in all our friends. [2408 Co TAY 29 

And then think with your ſelves what advantages 
they will have above others; conſidering ſome mens 


coldneſs and indifferency in Religion; others uncer- 


tainty and running from one extreme to another ; others 
eaſineſs in being drawn away by the hopes and fears of 
this world ; which have a wonderful influence upon 
changing meny opinions, even when they do not think 


it themſelve. Fo that thoſe ſeem very little to under- - 
ſtand mankind, who do not apprehend the dangerous 
- conſequences of a general Toleration. #, 


Thoſe 
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it is for Men that are fanciful in Religion to exchange 


are not, we muſt ſuppoſe, if they had what they wiſhed, 


but endleſs diſputes, and expoſing the follies of one a- 


— EEE, oe D hop 
And verily you will keep up the Papiſts hope, that | 


you, their tranſmarine advantages will make them more 


So that upon thewhole matter, if we would confult the 
Honour of God and Religion, the Peace and Tranquility of 


9 
* p 


Thoſe who pretend there is no danger, becauſe by th 
means the Holly of their Religion will be expoſed, do not con- 
ſider what a catching diſeaſe folly is; and how natural 


one folly for another. If all Men were wiſe and ſober 
in Religion, there would need no Tileration ; if they 


they would do as might be expected from Men wanting 
Wiſdom and Sobriety, i. e. All the ſeveral Parties 
would be ſtriving and contending with each other, 
. 5 ſhould be uppermoſt, and gain the greateſt inte- 
reſt. | # 
And what would the fruit of all ſuch contentions be, 


nother, till at laſt Religion it ſelf be ſunk into the grea- 
teſt contempt; or Men, through mere wearineſs of 


contending, be willing even to ſubmit to Pepal Tyranny, 


becauſe it pretends to ſome kind of Unity? 
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by an Univerſal Toleration, they may at laſt come in 
unequal terms with you, or by connivence, be endured #4 
as much as you. And if they be equal in Exgland with } 


than equal, notwithſtanding their diſadvantages in their 
Cauſe, and their contrariety to Kingly Intereſt. Bar- 
ter's laſt Anſw, to Bagſbam, p. 31. W 


the Church we live in; if we would prevent the great 
Deſigns of our enemies, and leave the Proteſtant Religion 
here eſtabliſhed ro Poſterity, we ought to follow the 
Apoſtles Advice, in walking by the ſam? Rule, and in minding 
the ſame things. | 


THE END 
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